328            THE TYPE-PROBLEM IN POETRY
I have already pointed out in my book Psychology of the
Unconscious that the birth of the God is threatened by
the dragon, the danger of Inundation, and child-murder.
Psychologically, this means that the latent dynamis may
burst forth and overwhelm consciousness. For Isaiah this
peril is the enemy-king, who rules a hostile and powerful
realm. The problem for Isaiah, of course, is not psycho-
logical, but concrete, on account of his complete projection.
With Spitteler, on the contrary, the problem is ahcady
very psychological, and, therefore, detached from the
concrete object; it is nevertheless expressed in forms that
closely resemble those in Isaiah, although it is hardly
necessary to assume a conscious derivation.
The birth of the deliverer is  equivalent to  a  great
catastrophe, since a new and powerful life issues  forth
just where no life or   force or new development   was
anticipated.   It streams forth out of the unconscious, z\&
from that part of the psyche which, whether wo desire it
or not, is unknown and therefore treated as nothing1 by all
rationalists.   From this discredited and i ejected  region
comes the new tributary of energy, the revivification of
life.   But what is this discredited and despised region?
It is the sum of all those psychic contents which  are
repressed on account of their incompatibility with conscious
values, hence the ugly, immoral, wrong, irrelevant, useless,
etc.; which means everything that at one time appeared
so to'.the. individual in question,    Now herein  lies the
danger that the very force with which these things  re-
appear, as well as their new and  wonderful  brilliance,
may so intrigue the individual that he either forgets or
repudiates all former values.   What he formerly despised
is now a supreme principle, and what was formerly truth
now becomes error.   This reversal of values is tantamount
to a destruction of previously accepted values; hence it
resembles the devastation of a country by floods.